
June 2, 2005 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
At the June 1, 2005 meeting of the Charter Review commission, I brought up an issue 
regarding the operation of our Kauai county Water Department---Article XV11, Section 
17.03. 
 
Since there is nothing in Article XV11 mandating that the Department of Water have a 
reserve fund to upgrade their deteriorating water lines, I would highly recommend that 
an amendment be added to 17.03 stating that a lock box, set aside fund be added to 
this section. 
 
Our previous Department of Water manager, Ernie Lau, testified before our County 
Council many months ago that he erred by not establishing such a reserve and thus our 
water rates on Kauai would need to be greatly increased to replace the miles of worn 
out water lines on our Island. Had a reserve fund been in place this huge rate increase 
would not have been necessary. 
 
In my opinion  (and in the opinion of Mr. Lau) this fault needs to be corrected and I hope 
that a Charter Amendment will be considered. 
 
Mahalo. 
Glenn Mickens 
 


